- HhCLAhﬁW1LD

| oty M) A 74352 § \ 4
AF FORM 112—PART Il  Avoiy 132 i AL
APPROVED 1 JUNE 1348 By l._ﬂ'lii_ NARA Date ﬁ'/?f(.’ TY INFORMATIOL
AIR INTE . ATION REPORT EP 6 e
FROM {dgeoney) REPORT MO,
7060¢h A,I.S5.WING 39381 -1-9247F ik 3
PAGE OF FAGES
PLACE WAL HO FM EVAL 1IN CODE MO
WHITE SEA CANAL 92 or 102 -0
FOLITICAL LOCATION ‘DESCRIPTIVE MAME OF- REPORT
ARKHANGELSEAYA OBLAST Use of Atomic Power for Blasting Work
SOVIET ECON. REGION PROPER NAME TMEN] DATES OF INFORMATIGH
NORTHWEST rrow AlgUSt 1948 ., --
PHEAMBLE:

In August 1948 SOURCE was transferred with a tranaport of PWs from VILNYUS (54 40 N|
25 20 E) over MOSKVA (B5 45 N, 37 37 E) %o the area of the white sea canal, The &rea
of the location of this PW camp, the number of which was not aveilable, was assumed to
be somewhere in the vieinity of ARKHANGELSK (64 34 W, 40 32 E). SOURCE worked there
for only 2 weeks as a supervisor of a PW camp team. On this job he could only gein ob-
servation of the cémdition of the terrain and the construction site. His information
concerning the technical data and the explosions he received from a FW engineer who
worked on this site since 1942, It was very difficult te get the informatlion, since
the PWs were extremely closely guarded and even epeaking to each other was forbidden.
In spite of this, SOURCE arranged to meet this engineer in the latrine to speak with
him, Information on the health condition after the explosions were partially from this

engineer and partially experiended by SOURCE himself. He was recalled to MOSKVA after
2 weeks,

The transport of the PWs arrived on the marshalling yard of ARKHANGELSK in the ear-—
ly afterncon. The name of this town was clearly identified on 2 name plate on the sta-
tion. Here the entire transport was subdivided into two separate groups. SOURCE later
heard fiom a fellow PY who was not in SOURCE'e group that he was transferred to the ca-
nal which connected the White Sea with the Lake LADOGA., The group, SOURCE belonged to,
about 1,200 FWe, was loaded into olosely tighfied box cars which were secured with
barbed wire, and the ventilation holes of which were closed., With the beginning of
dawn the train departed, etopped after a short distance for another 10 minutes and than
it started agnin. According to SOURCE's estimation, this train travelled about 70 km
per hour, It storped once again for about half an hour, The entire trarffer lanted
about 5 to 6 hours, and when the PWe went out of the rallroad cars at the destimation
place, they found themselves in a completely desert area, The further transport was
made by trucks. It lasted about 1} hours. There were no constructed roads, only field
paths. The general direction during this transfer wae to the rising sun, The terrain
was almost completely plain, overgrown with a grass cover here and there with a few
bushes or scattered birch woods, No signe of agriculture or human settlements were
seen. The ground was partially ewampy, The Pis were housed in tents and prowvislonal
wooden barracks, SOURCE found out that about 3,500 German PWs were here, but the new-
comers could hardly get contact with these FWe. They were housed in another camp which
also consisted of tents and wooden barracks. A Hussian military unit wae garrisoned
here. It was believed to be & penal unitl It _s strength was estimated to be BOO. The
members of thie unit were armed either with sub machine guns or carbines. OCGuard towers
which were irregularly erected in the area were equipped with machine guns, The guar-
ter of the unit were alsc tents and provieional wooden barragks., BSOURCE did not ses
any person wearing civilian clothes., The construction engineers were military person-
nel and the supervision on the construction esites was done by PW enginsers. SOUACE
worked on the west bank of the southern section of what was believed to be & mewly con-
structed canal, Ite approximate dirsction was north-south or southeast, The canal was
under sonstruction from two sides, these two construction sections had been btuilt wup
so far that they were separated only by a remaining land strip of 1,200 to 1,500 m,

The water had a very elight current to the North, This canal was about 250 m wide at
ite upper edge and the depth of the water wae estimated to be 6 to 8 m, .The benkd were
plain and sloped at an angel of about 45 degrees, The west bank, about 6 m higher than
the water level, reinforced with broken rock, fastened with concrete., It was observed
that the east bank was also reinforced, but work had not progressed so far to the North
than on the west bank, From his vantage point, the southern canal section, SOURCE
could observe that the east bank of the northern construction site was also reinforced.
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Since the terrain along the censl was slightly hilly, with level differences of 2 and
2.5 m, dame were constructed here and there along the camal, 4 and O m high at the ut-
most., The exact course of this water was unkmown to SOURCE and he did not know %o
where it was compected, The land strip, about 1,500 m long which separated the two con-
struction ssctions looked like grubbed up after the third explosion had taken place.
Rocks wers pleked out of the soil and were used to reinforce the banks, Sizteen float-
ing dredges were on work on the south comstruction section and 6 dredges were ssen on
the north section, but it was believed that there were also more of them., FEroken rock
mdm“lthtbrhr;ulﬂvmuﬂuhﬁhythuﬂtttaphﬂ.m&.ﬁh
south of the construction site. A few of the barges which were 35 m long, wers sslf
propelled, most of them were pulled by diesel driven tug boats which wers propaller dri
ven. Thesa vessels had no names, but the following markinge: tuge followed by &
nunher of four digits, and barges with a mumber of three digits, The créws of the
boate gensrally wore blue uniforms which wers belleved to be the ¥avy uniforms, and
of them wers armed with small arms. The crews of the barges generally Hﬁﬂ,ﬂﬁ'ﬂﬂm
SOUROZ heard from the PW engineer that this canal was begun to be constructs
war, By occasional short discussions with the above-mentioned PV enginear,
ed the following information: The stripe of land which separated !hﬂ hm_
sites was bdlown up by three explosions, the first of which was of exp
the sacond was considered to be the main explosion, and the last one m&._
minor power. Due %o the preparations, the velocity of the exploesiom, itz ou gon-
comitant phenomenons and the reactions observed on the human beings, this en er came
%o the eonclusion that no conventional explosives, but explosives of the l.i" de p
series were meed, The first explosion happened in June 1948, Preparations fo lﬂ.s
sxplonion began about 10 days before. They were carried out by members of a Epecla
unit who were mever observed here before. The strength of the unit vas uakug R as well
as the place where it came from. The uniforms were not available, The entire construe-
tion ﬂt-g‘ﬁpi tlogked during this time and the Pis were trammsferred to & pla
th of the comstructlon site. The explosion happened in a night 1&
th,irﬂ. of June, on the north tip of the lamistrip. Onme short detonation _
the wooden barrsck in which the engineer was houred fell down. Hany tent 5 Wel
aWEY. mmm-mmwm:nmt Three or four daye after hat ex
nobody was sgen on the construction site. later work was continued as u -.;,
observed that & few members of the special unit were atill hers. They d

o~

daye later, After that it was observed that extremely meny PWe collaps
: . , $he explosion had taken p].ar.-... These Pis were examined : ssi r
1 ',-hll'u after the explosion, and stayed here for about 2 sick

ed, but SOURCE never heard where they came and what :

g0t better food, and milk and butter in adéition. The
day by Bussien doctors. This engineer declared that }

observed | @ae of blood pressure and heart beating, and breathing ; g
than sacond explosion which waes believed to be the main deto Pla-
¢e on th Bth of August 1948, The englneer waa not able to collse ra—

stions, since all PWe were loaded on barges and were Dromgnt &8 Ghe
sd on these barges the whole time through, and according © ae 66—
i transported about 80 km away from the explosion site, "ThS e%plo-
- F’Hm third night after the PWs' departure. An extreme bright siine was
’ . > g and decreasing which had a faint shade of green. !hu ¥ ramained
"at the horize ‘& time which was estimated to be less than & full mim
1ike sound wa rd af ter the glow vanished. Three days after that, th"‘&

¥h #miction site. A new transport of Pifs had arrived in the
rke earried out on the explosion site for 9 or 10 days. : ;.
a8 after the firet explosion wers observed. The tngim st

health |
he falt n-&.‘hﬂnul in ®Wes head, and he was at losa of breath.
plosion the night the transport SOURCE was with, was on the WAy |
GELSK to mietion area, SOURCE mentioned that he observed a 1'&:',] flush
ll}thuﬂgh the railroad box cars were almost completely tighitaned
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| followed by = thumder like somnd, but it was generally believed that there was a thun-
¥ derstorm. SOUHOE had the impression that the glow he saw through the cracks of the
car was flickering, When SOURCE arrived there were no PWe, and he learned later that
the PWe wers evacuated in the same way at beffre the segond explosion. The four days
after their arrival the PWes were only employed on unloading of bargee, about 2.5 km
south of ths explosion site. The fifth day after the explosion the landed material was|
carried to the south end of the dand strip, and other P¥e wers employed btaking the
rocks out of theWewn 3p terrain, SOURCE felt that his blood pressure was higher than
normal and Hé had rapid heart beating. Pustules appeared in the face and at the bands
and these body portions were also slightly swollen. He also felt his skin itch, In
general, SOUHCE described the remctions similar to those he observed when he touched
this stuff, called "pek", refer to point 3, report 39361-3-924B. Security orders in
thie area were extremely strict. Speaking to each other was completsly fﬁﬂldﬁm and
SOUHCE heard from fellow PWs that a PW was severely punished because he spoke while he
was asleep, The Muselane wers forbldden %o come closer to a PW than & m. Tha &rea
vas not fenced. Here and there barbed wire fences were observed which seemed to bave
no connectiomn. Guard towers were erected.over the entire area which were hqnim& I'i
machine gums, The guards made use of their weapons without any weriing., Tt
guarde inside the barracks and roving between the. tembs even during the
death-rate whs enormous. On the east bunk of the canazl there wae a cons
" could not Be positively identified, but SOURCE mentloned that it looked
| Fo instruments of any kind were observed in the area,

g"‘l &w»} q m
SYDNEY  CHAIG
Ma jor USAT .‘-"_ .-.:.'._
Commanding il |-
P TO55th AISS

MOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIOMAL DEFEMSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESFIONAGE ACT,
500U.5 Co—31-AND 31 AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE RE\-"ELAILGH EII' QHUIENTS 1H ANY MAMNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED FERSON
15 PROHIBITED BY LAW. IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHO E R | UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGEMCIES, EXCEFT BY

PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE. USAS Mgt
mﬁy.x__'- Lo S e

AFE-111-20M-8175




